
Badwell Broadsheet/ 1 

 

 

 

 From the Parish Clerk 
Great British Spring Clean 2 & 3 April 
A big thank you to all the lovely residents from 
Badwell Ash who spared us an hour to help with the 
litter picking just before Easter – Jules & Rowena; 
Damien and Monty; Sue and John; Ashleigh and the 
girls; Ann; Georgia and Daisy plus all the Parish 
Councillors and their families –  combined collection 
of 11 bin bags of rubbish. Well done, much 
appreciated! 
Long Thurlow Defibrillator 
The Parish Council has put in an order for a new 
defibrillator in a solar powered cabinet which will 
hopefully be installed near the bus shelter within the 
next few weeks. We hope that the residents of Long 
Thurlow won’t have the opportunity to use it but will 
appreciate the peace of mind knowing it is there. Our 
County Councillor, Andy Mellen, has very 
generously offered us a contribution from his 
Locality Budget. Thank you Andy. 
Badwell Ash Playground 
The Parish Councillors have agreed to have the 
children’s playground fenced in – mostly for the 
children’s health and safety but this will mean that 
the remainder of the playing field will be open for use 
by all residents, their families and of course their 
dogs.  We are hoping that the fencing will be 
installed over the summer.  Once this has been 
completed, the Councillors have agreed to install a 
new dog litter bin at the entrance to the playing field 
in the hope that all dog owners will make use of this 
and the playing field remains free of ALL dog mess 
for everyone’s benefit. 
CIL Contributions from Mid Suffolk District 
Council 
We have been extremely fortunate to have been 
awarded a significant amount of money from MSDC 
via the CIL Levy which comes from the building of all 
the new houses in the village. The Parish Council 
have the ability to spend this within the village(s) and 
would like ideas of worthy projects from our 
residents.  The money cannot be used for repairing 
or mending existing facilities but we would love to 
hear your ideas.  For example, Long Thurlow has 
already requested ‘village gates’ at the entrance to 
the village, plus a bench to be placed near the bus 
stop. Please email the Clerk with your ideas on 
badwellashpc@outlook.com 
First Responders 
The Parish Council would like to fund anyone from 
our village(s) who is planning on undertaking a First 
Responders course.  They realise that these are 
very worthwhile voluntary roles and would like to 
contribute to the costs of their course. Again, please 
get in touch with the Clerk on 
badwellashpc@outlook.com 
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Badwell Ash Parish Council 
Report 
FROM THE Ex Chair 

The April meeting of the Parish Council was the 
Annual Parish Council Meeting where officers 
are elected or re-elected. 
I was not re-elected as Chairman. However 
what was unknown at the time (known only to a 
few) was that it was my intention to stand down 
from that position which I have held in recent 
years. I therefore wish to thank all within the 
Parish of Badwell Ash who have allowed me 
this time in the office as Chairman, for their 
support. 
I will remain as a Councillor for the foreseeable 
future and continue to ensure that the wellbeing 
of the Parish is maintained. 
Thank you 

Councillor Clive Hawkins 

 

 

New Parish Council Chairman 
The new Chairman of the Parish Council is 
Richard Morris. 
 
 

The NewThe NewThe NewThe New    Anne Anne Anne Anne 

Robson Helpline Robson Helpline Robson Helpline Robson Helpline     

The Anne Robson 

Trust aim to be 

there to listen to 

anyone who faces 

dying or the imminent death of someone they 

care about.  We know that facing the end of life 

can leave you feeling isolated and alone.  

Being able to access support is so important. 

Gaining knowledge of what may happen 

towards the end of life and being prepared 

helps both the person dying and their loved 

ones to feel a sense of control. 

Calls are free and confidential. Call us on 0808 Call us on 0808 Call us on 0808 Call us on 0808 

801 0688 801 0688 801 0688 801 0688 ----    we have time to talkwe have time to talkwe have time to talkwe have time to talk    

Please visit    annerobsontrust.org.ukannerobsontrust.org.ukannerobsontrust.org.ukannerobsontrust.org.uk. 

 
 
 

Easter Egg Event Report.  
We had around 80 children attending and 
probably as many adults. The weather was 
fantastic, making it all the more enjoyable. 
Thank you everyone for coming and making it 
such a success. 

 From your County Councillor 
Andy Mellen 

One of the hot topics over 
the past year relating to the 
environment has been the 
pollution of our rivers. A 
recent report by the Rivers 
Trust highlighted the 
alarming fact that not one of 

England’s rivers is in good overall health.  
There are a multitude of factors that contribute 
to this sorry situation, including run-off from 
roads, agricultural and industrial pollution in 
places, and low water flows due to over-
abstraction.  But the largest threat to our rivers 
is the fact that our water treatment companies 
are routinely releasing untreated sewage into 
streams and rivers when their systems get 
overwhelmed during periods of heavy rainfall.  
Whilst this is a problem in many places around 
the country, recent figures have highlighted a 
big problem very close to home.  During 2020, 
the storm overflow at Anglian Water’s Badwell 
Ash treatment works spilled 67 times for a total 
of 1,122 hours.  Further downstream at 
Walsham-le-Willows works there were smaller 
amounts of discharges. 
I have been trying to understand the scale of 
the problem and see what can be done to 
reduce it.  Together with local campaigner 
Richard Winch I have written to Anglian Water 
for more information – so far we have received 
some more recent data and we are seeking 
clarification on how excess flows are dealt with 
on the site.  I have also heard about the 
excellent work being done by volunteers 
monitoring the health of our rivers and streams 
under the auspices of the Riverfly Partnership. 
There are many ways in which we can enjoy our 
rivers and streams.  Angling, paddling, bird-
watching, kayaking, sailing and even wild 
swimming in some areas.  Nobody wants to see 
or smell pollution but often chronic, low-level 
pollution is happening without us realising it.  
We all pay for our waste water to be treated 
when we pay our sewerage bills – and I think 
we expect Anglian Water to do this properly and 
invest in upgrading its facilities so that 
overflows into our rivers become a thing of the 
past.  My group at the County Council have 
proposed a motion to enhance the protection of 
Suffolk’s rivers, which will be debated at our full 
council meeting on May 19th and which we hope 
all Councillors and residents will support.  
Please do get in touch on any issues of 
concern. 
andy.mellen@suffolk.gov.uk  07790 992619 
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District Councillor’s Rick Meyer’s 
Annual Report 
 

Over the next few weeks I 
shall be delivering a report 
at annual Parish Council 
meetings across the 
Ward. Listed below are a 
few of the major points I 
will be making. 
 
As we emerged from the 

pandemic Mid Suffolk District Council, unlike 
many councils, was in a strong financial 
position which allowed it to: maintain all 
services at, or above pre Covid levels; invest an 
additional £5m from reserves to support the 
recovery; and freeze council tax. The Council’s 
robust financial position is in part due to the 
strong performance of its property investment 
company CIFCO, which is delivering positive 
returns in the region of £1.5m / year and  the 
decision to relocate council operations to 
Endeavour House from Needham Market, 
which has resulted in significant savings whilst 
allowing the council to attract high quality staff.  
 
MSDC has declared both climate and 
biodiversity emergencies. As a result, a carbon 
reduction management plan and a biodiversity 
management plan are now in place, which have 
resulted in many environmental wins over the 
last year, including:  
*MSDC has become the first Council in UK to switch 
its fleet of vehicles to use hydrotreated vegetable oil, 
which has resulted in a 90% reduction in harmful 
emissions 
*Extensive carbon reduction measures are now in 
place or planned in the District’s leisure centres, 
including solar panels, air source heating and solar 
car ports 
*Fly tipping is a recognised problem and one the 
Council takes very seriously. To this end work has 
begun on developing a litter and fly tipping strategy 
for Mid Suffolk and since April 2021 99% of all fly 
tipping incidents were cleared within 48 hrs 

The Council’s Carbon neutrality journey started 
in 2018 and it is currently on course to be 
carbon neutral, as planned, by 2030. We have 
made a good start, but much work remains to 
be done.  
A Civil Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is raised 
against the majority of new build houses. The 
money is collected by MSDC who forward a 
proportion to the Parish Councils whilst, the 
bulk of the funding is held centrally to support 
infrastructure projects across the District. If you 
have a community project in mind, now is the 

time to pursue it and please don’t forget that my 
small Locality Budget is also there to help.  
The Walsham le Willows Food Bank was set up 
in December 2020 at the height of the 
pandemic to serve all in the area.  In their first 
year of operation, they delivered 58 food and 
hygiene parcels, which equates to 1,291. kgs in 
weight, to support 144 individuals. Over the last 
few months demand has increased dramatically 
from 226 kgs in November 21 to 568kgs in 
March 22. In order to meet the ever-growing 
demand, they urgently need to raise more funds 
to help cover the rapidly increasing costs of 
providing the service – Please help if you can. 
Regards 

Richards Meyer 
District Councillor Walsham Le Willows Ward 

richard.meyer@midsuffolk.gov.uk Tel: 07849 078758 
 
 
 

BA History Society on Facebook 

 
 
The Badwell Ash History Society now has a 
Facebook group, which we are trying to get as 
many people as possible to join. We aim to 
upload information and photos relating to our 
village, with the view that people in Badwell 
Ash (and beyond!) may help date photos, 
identify people in them and perhaps share 
memories of our village in the past. Any other 
information will also be gratefully received and 
shared upon permission.  
Everyone is welcome to join - search for 
“Badwell Ash History Society” on Facebook.  
We will also be holding a History Day in 
September in the Church.  
 
 

St Mary’s Church Services 
Services for June /July 
Pentecost 5th June 9.30am Holy Communion 
with refreshments 
St Thomas 3rd July 9.30am Holy Communion 
with refreshments 
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Great Ashfield & Badwell Ash WI 

It is lovely to see the sunshine and 

have some warmth but as I write this 

….  To equally have the rain which 

the gardens so badly need.  One also feels that 

we are finally getting back to some sort of 

normality. 

Our Open Meeting in April entitled “To the 

Hammer Born” was well attended and enjoyed 

by all.  Many thanks to the visitors who joined 

us for the evening. 

Our next four meetings – all listed below, are to 

be held in the Lord Thurlow Hall at Great 

Ashfield at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated. 

Our meetings are held on the second Thursday 

of each month. 

June 9th: Our speaker this month is Jane Haggar 

– Ex Bluebell Girl who will talk to us  

about her time spent with them. 

July 14th: An afternoon Meeting and we are all 

to visit the gardens of Holme House in 

Drinkstone with Tea and cake included. 

August 11th: Members Garden Meeting 

(afternoon). Tea, cake and chat at the kind 

invitation of Kate and Ian. 

Naturally for the June and July meetings we 

hope that the weather will be kind to us.  

We would welcome any new members to join 

us. We are not a huge group but a very friendly 

one and we invite you come and see what we 

are all about. All visitors are welcome to join us 

at £3 to include a raffle ticket and 

refreshments.  

Please feel free to ring me for any further 

information on 01359 259399. 

My best wishes to you all. 

Midge Hawkins   

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

  

 

JUMBLE SALE 

A long-awaited Silver Ash Jumble Sale will be 

held in the Badwell Ash village hall on Saturday 

25th June between 1pm and 3pm so come 

along and bag yourself a bargain. 

 
 

Over 60'S Club, Silver Ash 
Do you fancy getting out on a Tuesday 

afternoon to join an over 60's club? 

We meet every other Tuesday in the small hall 

in Badwell Ash village hall for a game of bingo, 

refreshments and a chat. During the summer 

months we organise day trips to various places, 

so why don't you come along and enjoy a 

relaxing time, ladies and gentlemen welcome. 

Our dates for June are Tuesday 7th and 

Tuesday 21st at 2pm to 3.30. 

 

BA Village Hall Report 
On Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th April a clean-up 

and tidy up around the village hall took place. Not 

all of the proposed jobs got done but the overall 

improvement is most noticeable. The Committee 

would like to thank the few non-committee 

members who turned up each day to assist, their 

help was most welcome. 

Three more of the old wooden window frames have 

now been replaced, making for better insulation 

and security. Yet another improvement to your hall, 

with more to come. 

The next main event to be held at the hall is the 

Queens Jubilee Celebration. In anticipation that the 

of weather will be good, outside on the field there 

will be a Bring and Share Picnic, Music, Children’s 

Entertainment, a Fancy Dress Completion, BBQ and 

Bar. 

The History Group will be exhibiting past memories 

of Badwell Ash, so why not bring along yours, 

maybe of the Coronation in 1952. 

The event is open to all, the bunting is ready to go 

up, meet and make new friends, so make sure the 

date is in your diary. 

BAVH Committee 

The Badwell Broadsheet is funded by Badwell Ash Parish 
Council. We will distribute as many copies as possible, 
otherwise please pick up a copy at the shop, pub or fish shop. 
Articles, information about local events, notices and feedback 
are welcomed. For any of the above, please contact the editor 
Sarah Brown 259625 or email  badwellash@hotmail.co.uk. 
Next Deadline: JULY 16TH   

We can’t print what we don’t know about. 
 


